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were given training in science and practical work and thus was reared a band of young men, whose occupation was to be farming. It was when this scheme was in full swing that Sir Arthur Havelock, the then Governor of Madras, visited Trivandrum and availed himself of that occasion to pay a visit to the Karakulam Agricultural School. On going through the Farm he complimented the State on the original scheme of Agricultural expansion. It was also about that time that Dr. Duncan, the then Director of Public Instruction, Madras, paid a visit to the Trivandrum Farm and observed in the Visitors' Book that " Agriculture in Travancore has begun in the right end."
These  incidents are  mentioned  just    to  show that
scientific agriculture had taken  root in the  soil more than
45 years ago.   It was when the masses of the agricultural
population had gained a fairly good knowledge of the art
of the plough that Dr. N. Kunjan Pillai, who had been deputed
to Europe for the study of Agriculture in the University of
Edinburgh at the expense of the State, returned with high
distinction,   A class-mate of Dr. Kunjan Pillai, who was in
Baroda service, when I was in that State in 1914, told me
that Dr. Kunjan Pillai "created a revolution in the University
circles by winning all the prizes and all the medals.7'   When
he arrived in Trivandrum with such high credentials, he was
asked to enter upon his work as Director of Agriculture, .the
agricultural work done till then being placed under Dr. Kunjan
Pillai as its controlling head.    The nucleus thus formed began
to grow in strength and vigour under the new Director until
it became a tremendous tree from which sprouted several
branches.
The period of over quarter of a century during which Dr, Kunjan Pillai held sway was the most productive of very good results. In addition to several Demonstration and Experimental farms opened in several parts of the State, special stations for paddy, -cocoanut, pepper, sugarcane, etc., were established. Cocoanut being the greatest and the most